
December 6, 2021 
 
 
 A REGULAR MEETING of the Akron Village Board was held on this date at 7:04 p.m.  
Present: Mayor Carl E. Patterson; Trustees, E. Peter Forrestel, Brian T. Perry, and Darrin L. 
Folger; Clerk Jayne DeTine, Treasurer Sarah Michel, Public Works Manager Jon Cummings, 
and Code Enforcement Officer Michael Borth. 

 
 The Mayor led us in the pledge to the flag.   
 
 RESOLUTION duly moved by Forrestel and seconded by Perry that the Minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of November 15, 2021 be and hereby are approved by the Village Board. 
 

 ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON  - AYE 
   E. PETER FORRESTEL  - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 

      DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 
       

 RESOLUTION, duly moved by Folger seconded by Forrestel that the audit of the bills is 
approved, and the Treasurer authorized to pay same in accordance with the following abstract of 
audit vouchers: 
    General Fund  $       27,293.21 
 
    Electric Fund  $     115,620.91 
 
    Water Fund  $       14,335.12& 
 
    Sewer Fund  $       15,012.10 
 
    Capital Projects $     265,883.70 
 
     ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON  - AYE 
       E. PETER FORRESTEL   - AYE 
       BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 

      DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 
     
 RESOLUTION duly moved by Perry and seconded by Folger that the following building 
permits be and hereby are approved with the application and approval of the Code Enforcement 
Officer: 
 
 Ben Wideman   44 East Ave   Sanitary Sewer          $100.00 
 4 First Nations Home  54 Brooklyn St  Bathroom Reno         $160.00 
 Brian Stempniak  178 Main St   Pellet Stoves  $50.00 
 Hearts & Hands  70 Main St   Business moved $  0.00 
  
     ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON  - AYE 

   E. PETER FORRESTEL   - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 

      DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 
 

 PUBLIC HEARING –was held at this time to hear any and all persons for the purpose of 
addressing the proposed Local Law #3 Opting Out of allowing cannabis retail dispensaries and 
on-site cannabis consumption establishments in the Village of Akron. Clerk DeTine read the 
Proof of Publications and explained that the sentiment of the Board was to “opt-out” at this time 
until the legislation was finished with the rules and regulations associated with this law.  The 
Village could at any time “opt-in” but once “in” the Village could never “opt-out”. The Clerk 
asked if anyone in attendance wished to speak.  The Board Members agreed the best thing for the 
Village of Akron at this time was to “opt-out”.   
 
 RESOLUTION duly moved by Forrestel and seconded by Folger to close the Public 
Hearing for Local Law #3 for 2021 to Opt-Out of allowing cannabis retail dispensaries and on-
site cannabis consumption establishments in the Village of Akron at 7:14 pm be and hereby is 
approved. 



     ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON  - AYE 
   E. PETER FORRESTEL   - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 

      DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 
 
RESOLUTION duly moved by Folger and seconded by Forrestel to approve Local Law 

#3 for 2021- “Opt-out” of Cannabis licensing and establishing retail cannabis dispensaries and or 
on-site cannabis consumption establishments as recommended by the Village Board be and 
hereby is approved. 
     ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON  - AYE 

   E. PETER FORRESTEL   - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 

      DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 
 

APPEARANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Jacob Halleck from Akron Chamber of Commerce came before 

the Board to inform them that the “Light Up Akron” celebration is all set to go on Saturday 
December 11, 2021.  Akron Fire Company will assist with the Burn Barrels and have someone 
stationed by the road closed streets.  Also, Jacob wanted to thank Tom Whtibeck and the whole 
electric crew for the help with the hanging all the lights and helping set up the tree.  Jacob also 
thanked the Kruscke Family for donating this year’s tree.  Mayor Patterson thanked Jacob for all 
his efforts along with Sue Houlihan from Akron Lioness. 

Mayor Patterson welcomed Part-time Police Officer A.J. Patterson to the Board meeting 
and thanked him for his service. 

 
PROJECT REPORTS –  
 
CDBG – ADA Sidewalk Aprons/Crosswalks – Clerk DeTine reported that a letter with 

all the proper correspondence was sent last week to Paul D’Orlando, Erie County Planning 
Contract Monitor, for reimbursement of grant funds for this project. 

 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade – Trustee Forrestel reported that discussion at the 

earlier Water Wastewater Committee meeting was held regarding the Plant upgrade.  Overall, the 
project has gone very well and hardly any financial surprises.  The mix motor will be installed 
this week.  All that is left is the digester covers (waiting on steel), final roof over digesters, 
methane gas flare and painting the secondary clarifier tank which will all be complete by August 
2022. 
  

MONTHLY REPORTS – 
 
 Departments –  
 

VILLAGE ATTORNEY – Excused absence 
 

 CLERK – submitted report for November 2021.  Reported that 19 tax bills were relevied 
to Erie County Department of Real Property in the amount of $25,598.15; Village Hall hosted 
the general elections on November 2, 2021; Village Treasurer and Village Clerk attended 
MAOA meeting on November 10, 2021; Jon Cummings met with the CDBG Site Tour Group 
regarding Village’s 2021 submitted grant projects on November 18, 2021; received new postage 
meter machine that was installed and staff trained on November 23; lastly the Clerk thanked the 
office staff, Sarah, Felicia, and Lynne for all their help in planning the Safety Meeting scheduled 
for December 10, 2021. 
 
    CHIEF OF POLICE – submitted report for November 2021 and schedule for December 
2021.  Chief Lauricella was excused from this meeting. 
 
 PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER – Reported:  Electric Substation Circuit Switcher 
Installation project went very well; the Electric Crew did a super job; recommended looking into 
upgrading the 2019 pickup trucks for new; also looking to sell the 2008 pick-up truck.  The Main 
Street ADA aprons and crosswalk project is completed except for the crosswalks which will be 
completed in the Spring.  Jon would like to purchase a striper as part of this project. 
 



 CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER –submitted report for November 2021. Reported: 
working on plan review for several new homes; also continuing with Fire Inspections. 
  
 AKRON FIRE COMPANY – submitted report for November 2021.  Reported at earlier 
work session. 
 
 Elected Officials – 
    
 TRUSTEES – COORDINATORS  
 
 Trustee Perry – reported:  Electric Substation circuit switches installation went 
remarkable well, the Village crew had it completed in 14 days when quotes received listed a 30-
day timeframe.  Because the Village Electric Crews completed the work, many thousands of rate 
payer’s dollars were saved; attended the Water Wastewater Committee meeting held earlier this 
evening; will schedule a Electric Committee meeting in January 2022. 
 

Trustee Middaugh – excused absence 
 

 Mayor Patterson –reported:  Stated that he is not in favor of a mask mandate but supports 
anyone who feels uncomfortable in any situation to wear one.  Asked the Community to support 
the “Light up Akron” event scheduled for this Saturday December 11, 2021. 
 
 Trustee Forrestel – reported: held a Water Wastewater Committee meeting earlier this 
evening, John Asmus gave a Water Plant report for 2021 which suggested the garage receive a 
new roof.  Sewer Plant Project has come in under budget, may use those funds to fix items on the 
wish list; requested an Executive Session for Personnel. 
  
 Trustee Folger – reported:  will attend a Celebration Committee meeting on December 
8th; Akron Fire Company will be in full force for the New Year’s Eve celebration; scheduled a 
Code Enforcement Committee meeting for December 9, 2021 at 3:30 pm; Lastly, Trustee Folger 
stated that he feels that the mandates coming out of Erie County are very problematic and would 
like the Village to push back on them. 
   
 OLD BUSINESS 
  

Clinton Street/Eckerson Avenue/ 43 East Avenue Village Land – Nothing New 
 

 Splash Pad – Trustee Forrestel reported the consensus of the Board was that the 
Splashpad should be located adjacent to the playground in Russell Park.  He also stated that the 
Board is cognizant of the original intention that the Park remain as a Park for the benefit of the 
citizens, with green space for all to enjoy.  The Board recognizes its responsibility to be good 
steward of the park now and forever in the future.  He related that James Stapleton, former town 
historian, had told him that in 1949, the Village’s Centennial, there were 16 old-growth trees in 
Russell Park surviving from back before the Village was settled.  By 1974, this number had 
dropped to 9, and by 1999 this number had dropped to 5.  Trustee Forrestel further reported that 
when the most recent tree was removed, he had counted 243 rings with some in the center that he 
couldn’t count.  Akron resident Jeff Wright counted 275 rings from that same tree with a smaller 
amount in the center that he couldn’t count.  With that, the estimated age of the tree was three 
hundred years old.  The four remaining old growth trees, all white oak, are much larger than the 
last tree that died, so we estimate their age to be over 400 years old.   
 
 RESOLUTION duly moved by Forrestel and seconded by Perry that the Village 
authorized the installation of the splash pad adjacent to the playground in Russell Park, and that 
the current and future Village Boards be reminded of their responsibility to be good stewards of 
Russell Park and its trees in perpetuity be and hereby is approved. 
 
     ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON  - AYE 

   E. PETER FORRESTEL   - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 

      DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 
 
 Cedar Street – Water Services/Trees/Sidewalks – Nothing New 
  



 Crittenden Waterline Properties – discussion and decision by Board. 
 
 RESOLUTION duly Forrestel and seconded by Folger to allow the annexation of the 
following Village properties with SBL numbers of 62.05-1-1 (5906 Crittenden Rd), 62.05-1-2 
(5719 Crittenden Rd), 62.05-1-3 (5703 Crittenden Rd) and 62.05-1-4 (5691 Crittenden Rd) with 
the intent to merge with the parent parcel which is in the Town of Newstead providing the 
current Village waterline easement on each property remains as part of the deed. 
 

 ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON   - AYE 
   E. PETER FORRESTEL   - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 
   DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 

  
 American Legion/LL Tillman – Corner of Clinton Ave and Eckerson Ave – Trustee 
Forrestel stated he met with Brian Murray who stated the American Legion is waiting for the 
approval to combine the VFW Post and the American Legion Post under one roof, which would 
be located at 9 Eckerson Avenue. 
 
 NEW BUSINESS 
 
 As per Trustee Forrestel also Chairman of the Water Wastewater Committee:  The 
Committee has recommended to extend the Sewer Moratorium for another six months until June 
30, 2022 with the same conditions as the last extension. 

 
Background: 
 
            In June 2021, the Village Board extended the sewer moratorium until December 31, 
2021.  Based upon the monthly operation reports provided by Clark Patterson Lee, the Board 
finds that the Wastewater Treatment Plant is running well under its rated capacity.  There is, 
however, significant infiltration in the collection system which requires a continuation of the 
moratorium at 50 equivalent household units.  At this time, more than 95% of the Village has 
had camera and smoke test evaluations.  The continuation of the moratorium will allow the 
Village to complete testing and correction work. 
 
            RESOLUTION duly moved by Forrestel and seconded by Perry that the present 
moratorium as described by local law 2005-1 as amended is extended until June 30, 2022 be and 
hereby is approved. 

 ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON   - AYE 
   E. PETER FORRESTEL  - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 

       DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 
   
 CORRESPONDENCE –  
 
 Letter from Erik Polkowski regarding Peddlers Permit fees. 
 
 Letter from Charter Communications regarding Broadcast changes. 
 
 Assessor’s Report #2 for November 2021. 
 
 Email from Jacob Halleck of the Akron Chamber of Commerce promoting the Chamber 
campaign to “Shop Local, Shop Akron!”. 
 
 Minutes from the Planning Board meeting held September 27, 2021. 
 
 Amherst Fire Control November 2021 Report. 
 
 Letter from Martha Risitano and Patricia J. Damon urging the Board to “opt-out” of the 
Cannabis Legislation. 
  
 PUBLIC COMMENT – Residents Kristen and Bruce McCoy from Hart Street entered 
the meeting after the Public Hearing and wanted to urge the Board to “opt-out” of the Cannabis 
Legislation.  They were both happy to hear the Board did just that before they arrived. 



 
 EXECUTIVE SESSION –  
 
 RESOLUTION duly moved by Perry and seconded by Forrestel to go into an executive 
session regarding personnel matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, 
demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation at 
7:58 pm be and hereby is approved. 
 

 ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON   - AYE 
   E. PETER FORRESTEL   - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 
   DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 
 

 RESOLUTION duly moved by Forrestel and seconded by Perry to come out of the 
executive session regarding personnel matters leading to the appointment, employment, 
promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or 
corporation at 8:22 pm be and hereby is approved. 
 

 ADOPTED CARL E. PATTERSON   - AYE 
   E. PETER FORRESTEL  - AYE 
   BRIAN T. PERRY   - AYE 
   DARRIN L. FOLGER  - AYE 

    
 On motion of Perry and seconded by Forrestel at 8:23 pm this meeting was 
ADJOURNED. 
 
__________________________________       _________________________________         
                MAYOR                                    CLERK   


